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Preface.' 

HE  Infinite  wife  Creator  and 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  World, 
hath  for  holy  and  Excellent 
nds,  thought  fit  to  make  a  difcern- 
ible  Difference  in  the  Stations  and 
l ircumflances  of  the  Children  of 
Men  while  they  are  in  a  ftate  of 
"rial  in  this  Lower  World.  Higher 
md  Subordinate  Powers  are  Or - 
lained  of  him  ;  Magiflracy  is  his 
Ordinance  Infiituted  by  him,  that 
here  might  be  a  Regular  Difpofal  of 
%  Beautiful  Fabrick  of  human  Sa¬ 
feties  j  And  therefore  it  may  be  jufi- 
'y  called  i  Peter  2.  1 3 .  An  Or- 
iinance  of  Man ,  a  human  Creature 
w  StruElureffhe  Glorious  Gofpel  of 
our  Redeemer  doth  not  deflroy , 
but  firmly  Eflablijh  this  Divine  con - 

A  2  fliwtioft. 
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flitution  of  Superioritie  and  Inferi¬ 
orities  even  amongfl  thofe  that  are 
the  Adopted  Sons  of  his  Father ,  and 
joynt  Heirs  with  himfelf  of  the  fame 
Heavenly  Kingdom t  The  Words 
of  the  Apofile  x  Tim.  Chap.  6.  ver. 
1,2 .are  a p la inProof  of  thisfLct  as 
many  Servants  as  are  under  the 
Yoke,  count  their  own  Mafters 
worthy  of  all  Honour  :  that  the 
Name  of  God  and  his  Doftrine 
be  not  Blafphemed,  and  they  that 
have  believing  Mafters,  let  them 
not  deipife  them,  becaufe  they 
are  Brethren, but  rather  do  them 
Service,  becaufe  they  are  faithful 
and  beloved  partakers  of  the  bene- 
fites  ;  And  as  the  Sovereign  "Lord 
hath  for  the  Good  of  Mankind ,  ap¬ 
pointed  that  there  fhould  be  Rulers 
and  Subjects,  Governours  and  thole 
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that  are  Governed', So  it  hath  p leaf¬ 
ed  him ,  in  the  unjearchable  Wijdom 
of  his  Providence,  to  make  fuch 
a  Diftribution  of  the  Good  things 
of  this  Life, as  fome  fhould  have  a 
"Larger,  fome  a  Lelfer  (hare  of  them, 
and  others  fhould  be  left  to  be  Pro¬ 
vided  for  by  the  Compaffionat  care  of 
their  Richer  fellow  Rational  Crea¬ 
tures  ;  So  that  this  Varietie  that  is 
in  the  Circumflances  of  Men  as  to 
|  the  Comforts  of  this  Earth,  is  in 
j  f pot  left  Righteoujnefs  ordered  by 

i  unerring  Wijdom,  which  is  admired 
,  and  exalted  in  a  High  ftrain  of 
|  Praife  by  the  Great  and  Religious 
\  King  David,  i  Chron,  29.  10, 

I  1 1,  12.  And  it  is  Sung  by  Holy 

ii  Hannah  to  the  Praife  of  the  wife 
Management  of  the  Great  God,  1 
Sam.  2.  7.  The  Lord  maketh 
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Poor  and  maketh  Rich,  he  bring- 
eth  law  and  lifteth  up.  The 
Righteous  Lord  who  is  pleafed  to 
Order  thus  the  Affairs  of  Men  as 
to  this  Life,  hath  in  his  Goodnefs 
given  many  Excellent  Diredlions  for 
our  Conduffi  in  the  Management  of 
our  j elves,  with  a  Rejpedt  to  one 
another  in  our  f  iveral  Stations  and 
Ctrcumflances  in  this  World  ;  And 
it  is  a  veryCompreben fve  one  which 
we  have,  i  Pet:  2.  8,  9.  Finaliie 
he  ail  of  one  Mind,be  unanimous¬ 
ly  concerned  for  the  Glory  of  your 
God  and  Redeemer,  in  a  Conformity 
to  the  Principles  of  true  Religion, 
having  Compaffion  one  of  ano¬ 
ther,  Love  as  Brethren,  be  piti¬ 
ful,  be  Courteous.  No  Man  how 
Rich  and  Great  foever  be  be,  can 
juflh  pretend  to  have  an  abjolute 

Power 
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Power  to  difpofe  of  what  he  poffefs- 
eth  according  to  his  meer  Will  and 


Pleafurej  he  is  to  have  an  awful 
Regard  to  the  Rules  preferred  to 
him  by  the  mofi  High  God  the  pof- 
feffor  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  who 
will  Vindicat  the  Honour  of  his  own 
Laws ,  and  be  avenged  upon  the  Ob- 
fiinate  and  Proud  contemners  there¬ 
of.  It  is  his  Royal  Law ,  that 
every  Man  ftiouIdLove  his  Neigh¬ 
bour  as  himfel£  and  the  San&im 
of  it  is  of  a  frightful  import ,  he 
(hall  have  Judgment  without 
Mercy  that  hath  (hewed  no 
Mercy,  Ja.  2.  8,  1 3  4  It  is  not 
left  to  thofe  that  have  not  only  the 
2$eceffaries,but  the  Conveniences  of 
Life,  to  be  Charitable  or  not  as 
they  pleafe,  to  fuch  as  are  Indigent , 
The  Earth  is  dje  Lords  and  the 

fulnels 
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fulnefs  thereof.  He  hath  Referved ‘ 
to  himjelj  the  Sovereign  Proprietie 
of  both,  and  parcel/s  them  out  to 
the  Children  oj  Men,  as  feemeth 
good  to  him  ;  But  always  with 
this  Claufe  in  their  L cafe,  that  out 
of  their  Store  they  /hall  according  to 
their  Ability  and  Ctrcumflances  J up- 
ply  the  wants  of  the  Indigent ,  as 
they  would  not  lofe  their  Right  and 
Title  to  wbat  they  pofjfefs,  and  pro¬ 
voke  their  Supreme  Lord  to  Curfe 
them  in  the  G  ity  and  in  the 
Field, in  their  Basket  and  in  their 
Store,  in  the  Increafe  of  their 
Kine  and  Flocks  of  their  Sheep, 
and  permitt  them  to  be  only  op- 
preifed  and  crufhed  always  to 
juch  d  Degree  that  they  fhall  be 
mad  for  the  light  of  their  Eyes 
which  they  fhall  fee.  Dent.  28. 
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16,  17,  18,  34.  I  um  obliged 
in  Charity  to  be  perfuaded 
the  ferious  Confederation  of  thefe 
things,  hath  Influenced  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  theHonour able  City  (^Edin¬ 
burgh,  both  Merchants  and  Craftf- 
men,to  give  anExamplary  Proof  of 
their  Concern  for  the  Glory  of  God, 
for  the  Honour  of  the  Holy  Religion 
which  they  profefs,  and  for  the 
pub  lick  good  of  their  City  in  parti¬ 
cular,  and  the  Land  of  their  N a- 
tivitie  in  General,  both  as  to  their 
Religious  and  Civil  Inter  eft,  to  do 
what  was  in  their  Power ,  for  f up- 
plying  what  was  Defective  as  to 
Charitable  Foundations  for  the  Sup¬ 
port,  and  the  Virtuous  and  Chriftu 
an  Education  of  Female  young  C  Inesi 
Which  otherways,  when  come  to 
hiper  Age,  might  through  P overlie 

B  and 


Preface. 

and  Want, become  a  prey  to  Tempta¬ 
tions  to  Wickedness,  and  be  a  Re¬ 
proach  to  Chriftianity,  and  a  Scan¬ 
dal  to  their  N  at  ion,  a  Plague  to 
Families  and  Societies,  and  bring 
the  Eternal  Wrath  of  God  upon 
them ( elves.  Such  Charity  as  doth 

plainly  tend  to  keep  off  heavy  Judg¬ 
ments  from  City  and  Countrey, can¬ 
not  well  be  mifplaccd,  as  that  which 
is  be  flowed  upon  thofe  of  a  mature 
age,  may  often  be,  through  it’s  be¬ 
ing  abujed  to  the  Encouragement 
of  Idlenefs  and  Sloth 4 
The  Good,  Regular  and  Advanced 
S:ate  that  the  Craftj-men  of  this 
City,  have •  by  their  Diligent  Care 
iF  the  Bounty  of  their  fever  al  Incor¬ 
poration  f,  with  the  Liberal  AJJifl- 
ance  of  the  Worthy  late  Mary  Eri- 
kin,  have  brought  their  pious 

Foun • 


: ;  ;■ 

Preface* 

’  Foundation  o/^MaidenHofpital  to, 
1  cannot  but  have  fome  weight  to 
! prevail  with  Compajjionat  Chriftians , 
:  to  give  their  helpingHand  to  J’uch  a 
pious  and  ufeful  Work. 

I  a  in  Senfible  that  there  have 
heen  fo  many  excellent  Difcourfes 
Upon  toe  fubjeffi  of  Charity  and 
Beneficence,  that  any  thing  that  I 
can  pretend  to  jay  upon  it,  can  only 
be  a  Repetition  of  what  hath  been 
faid  to  much  better  purpofe ,  by  many 
others ;  Tet  feing  it  is  not  fo  much 
\ through  Ignorance  of  what  Men 
ought  to  know ,  as  by  want  of 
thought  and  reflexion  with  a  Re- 
fpeffi  to  what  they  do  know ,  that 
they  are  often  Guilty  oj  an  inex- 
cufable  IReglecl  of  many  important 
Duties,  which  as  Chnfhans  they  are 
obliged  to  perform  ;  I  (hall  only  by 

B  z  way 
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way  of  Remembrance,  flir  up  the 
Minds  of  thofe ,  that  have  not  caft 
off  all  Regard  to  Religion, to  ponder 
the  weight  of  the  Arguments,  by 
which  it  urgeth  fuch  a  Compafionat 
Regard  to  our  Indigent  Neighbours, 
as  do’s  go  beyond  a  mere  faying,be 
you  warmed,  be  you  filled.  The 
Holy  Scriptures  teach  us,  that  God 
bimfelf  is  pleafed  to  take  the  Poor 
under  his  peculiarCare  andProtetlion, 
Pfal.  io.  14.  The  Poor  Com- 
mitteth  himfelf  to  thee,  thou 
art  the  helper  of  the  Fatherlefs ; 
and  Pfal.  68.  5.  He  is  a  Father 
of  the  Fatherlefs, and  a  Judge  of 
the  Widow,  in  his  Holy  Habi¬ 
tation  ;  I'Ve  are  told,  Prov.  17.  5, 
That  he  that  mocketh  the  Poor, 
Reproacheth  his  Maker  j  Ho 
Robbeth  him  of  the  Honour,  of  the 

Wifdom , 
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■  Wifdom,  of  his  Government ;  Shall 
)  we  then  have  no  Compa/Jion  upon 
t  thofe,  that  are  fo  much  considered 
'  by  the  Gbd  of  Heaven.  This  Al- 
|  mightie  Creator  hath  in  his  great 
Goodnefs,  put  fuch  Honour  upon 
Human  Nature,  That  he  hath  pre- 
Jcribed  by  our  being  kind  and  Bene- 
!  ficent  to  one  another,  as  a  part 
(  of  Worfbip  paid  fo  him f elf,  ffa. 

I  l.  27.  Pure  and  Undefiled  Re 3 
I  ligion  or  his  Worlhip  is  to  Vifit 
i  the  Father lefs  and  the  Widow  ; 
i  Charity  is  not  indeed  an  expiatorie 
Sin-Offering  ;  But  it  is  a  Gbriftian 
Sacrifice ,  a  Thank-Offering  wells 
pleafing  to  God,  Hfo.  13.16.  It 
is  a  high  Hm  our  that  the  Glorious 
God  puts  upon  thofe,  who  by  his 
Blejjing  upon  their  Lawful  Endeav. 
ours,  have  plenty  of  the  good  things 
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of  this  Life,  or  by  his  kind  Pro¬ 
vidence  have  an  Inheritance  convey¬ 
ed  to  them  from  their  Progenitors, 
that  he  Subflitutes  them  asmManag- 
ers  for  him  ;  Leaving  to  their  care 
a  part  of  his  World,  and  requiring 
them  to  Alt  like  him f elf  as  his 
Reprefentatives;  And  as  Companion 
is  his  Delight,  fo  he  would  have  it 
theirs  too-,  Is  not  this  a  neat 

o 

Dignitie  ?  And  J, hall  M  mal  Crea  ■ 
tures  fo  difparrage  it,  as  to  AB  in 
DireB  Oppofition  to  the  plain  Defign 
of  it,  by  having  little  or  no  Regard 
to  the  Circumflances  of  thofe  that 
are  ObjcBs  of  Pitie  and  Commife  ■ 
ration ,  how  will  they  Anfwer 
for  it,  tv  hen  called  to  give  an 
Account  oj  Weir  Steward/hip  ?  It 
is  an  Unaccountable  follie,  that  any 
fhould  think,  that  they  can  never 

be 
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be  Jecure  againftPoverty  and  Want * 
but  by  f craping  together  at  any 

Rate  Riches  and  Wealth ,  with¬ 
out' any  concern  to  fupport  their  ft arv- 
ing  "Neighbours .  The  Righteous 
Governor  of  the  World ,  hath  in  his 
Providence ,  given  Remarkable 
Proofs  of  his  Indignation  aga'mft 
this  Foolifh  Imagination  and  Mad 
Practice yrhich  he  hath fuffered  many 
of  thefe  heaping  and  diftruftful 
Earth  Worms, to  Live  and Jee  their 
own  Mifery ;  Whereas  it  hath  been 
found,  that  Liberal  Men  have  flood 
by  liberal  things ,  feing  then  that 
the  diftinttion,  as  hath  been  faid } 
that  is  in  the  Circumftances  of 
the  Children  of  Men  as  to  the  Com¬ 
forts  of  this  Life,  is  an  Ordinance 
of  the  Almighty  Creator  ;  Let  us 
by  having  Bowels  of  Companion  to¬ 
ward  M 
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wards  the  LiJlrejTed  and  Indigent ,  Tefi 
tifie  the  Honour  and  Regard  we  have  t0 
the  Sacred  Conjlituticn  cf  the  Supreme 
Law  -giver ,  and  cur  Gratitude  to  our 
Greatefi  EenefaScr  5  Let  ns  thus 
make  it  Appear ,  that  we  give  entire 
Credit  to  his  Word,  and  that  we  have 
a  full  Confidence  in  the  Wifdom ,  Good - 
nefs  and  Faithfulnefs  cf  his  Govern - 
ment  5  Let  us  Imitate  and  Enccurage 
fhis  Example  of  pious  Charity,  of  which 
the  following  Paper  gives  us  an  Ac¬ 
count  5  Ati  Example  that  $ught  to  be 
the  more  Valued  and  Regarded,  becaufi 
it  is  given  by  thofc ,  who  generally  clo 9 
even  by  a  Laborious  Induflry ,  make 
but  a  Moderat gain  :  And  it  mujl  be 
allowed,  that  the  Incorporations  cf 
the  Craftf-men  cf  Edinburgh  have  given 
a  vifible  proof  I,  in  their  fo  Largely  (  on  • 
tributing  to  tht  Charitable  Foundation 

I '**.*  °f 
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of  a  Maiden  Hofpital,  that 
they  are  Careful  to  maintain 
good  Works  while  they  Work 
with  their  Hands, that  they  may  not 
only  not  be  Burthenfome  to  others , 
but  may  have  to  give  to  him  that 
needeth  ;  And  that  their  Laudt 
able  Brattice,  and  the  Confide - 
ration  of  what  is  Suggefled  in  thefe 
Lines ,  may  have  Jome  Weight 
to  Influence  many  to  do  Good, 
to  be  Rich  in  Good  Works,  and 
to  give  their  Chearful  AJflflance 
for  the  Promoting  of  this,  and 
other  fuch  like  great  and  Religious 
Works  of  Extenfive  Charity  j 
Is  the  earneft  prayer  of. 

Your  Faithful  Well-wilher  in  the 
Lord,  ' 

W.  c. 
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RULES 

AND 

CONSTITUTIONS 

OF  THE 

Maiden  Hofpital9 

■  ■  { 

'Founded  by  the  Craftsmen  of 
Edinburgh,  and  Mary  Erskin. 

TH  E  Free-men  of  the  In¬ 
corporations  of  the 
Craftf-men  of  Edirt* 
burgh ,  taking  to  their 
ferious  Conilderation,  that  there 
were  Funds  fettled  and  provided 
for  the  Education  and  Mainte¬ 
nance  of  theMaleChildren  of  De- 

C  2  cayed 

■  *•»  r 


(  2 ) 

cayed  Burgeffes  of  the  Burgh,, 
and  for  the  Female  Children  of 
Decayed  Merchants ;  but  nothing 
for  the  Female  Children  of  De¬ 
cayed  Craftf-men  of  the  faid 
Buigh.  They  after  feveral  Meet¬ 
ings  thereanent,  did,  about  three 
Years  ago,  unanimoufly  refolve 
to  have  an  Hofpital  for  the: 
Daughters  and  Grand-children  of 
the  F emale  Sex  of  decayed  Craftf- 
men,  who  are  not  able  to  main¬ 
tain  themfelves,  and  for  other 
poor  Maidens  who  ihall  be  pre- 
fented  by  perfons  who  fhouldl 
contribute  to  fo  Good  and  Pious 
a  Work.  And  upon  the  third  of 
May  1  704,  they  procured  an  Aft: 
from  the  Council  of  Edinburgh,, 
approving  of  their  fo  Pious  and! 
Charitable  Refolution  ;  and  de- 
ju.  daring 


(  3  > 

daring  they  would  give  all  due 
Encouragement  thereto.  .  Upon 
which  the  Incorporations,  by 
their  feveral  Contributions,  ha¬ 
ving  purchafed  and  acquired  fome 
Houfes  and  Yeards  in  Edinburgh , 
for  fo  pious  an  Ufe,  did  caufe  fit 
and  prepare  one  of  thefe  Houfes 
for  an  Hofpital,  and  have  alrea¬ 
dy  fettled  therein  Twenty  Three 
Girls,  with  a  Governefs,  and 
School-Miftrefs  and  Servants : 
And  having  now  procured  an 
Ad:  of  Parliament,  authorizing 
the  Incorporations  in  carrying  on 
fo  Pious  and  Laudable  a  De¬ 
sign,  &c.  whereof  the  Tenor 
follows  ;  “At  Edinburgh  the 
^Twenty  f  ifth  day  of  March  One 
‘Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and 

C  2  Seven 


^  (4  ) 

Seven  Years*  44  Our  Sovereign 

*  Lady,  with  Advice  and  Con- 

*  fent  of  the  Eftates  of  Parliament 

*  Confidering,that  there  is  a  pious 

*  and  LaudableDefign  now  carry- 
1  ing  ort  by  the  Incorporations! 

*  of  the  Crartf-rnen  of  Edinburgh: 
‘  and  others  who  joyn  with  them. 
4  Authorized  by  the  TownCoun-' 
4  oil  of  the  faid  Burgh  by  theirs 
4  Aft  dated  the  third  day  of  M ay.. 
4  1704  Years,  for  Founding: 
4  and  Erefting  a  Hofpital  for  the 
4  Maintenance  and  Education! 
4  of  the  Female  Children  and! 
4  Grand-Children  of  Decayed^ 
4  Craftf-men  and  others  to  be 
4  prefented  by  perfons  who  give 
4  Donations  thereto,  which  may 
4  be  of  a  General  Advantage,and 
4  efpecially  to  the  City  of  Edin¬ 
burgh 


(  5  ) 

4  burgh ;  Therefore  Her  Majefty 
4  with  Advice  and  Confent  fore- 
4  faid,  do  hereby  Allow  and  Au- 
4  thorize  the  laid  Incorporations 
4  of  the  Craftf-men  of  Edinburgh 
4  and  others  Joyning,  or  who ' 
‘  fhall  Joyn  with  them  to  meet 
4  as  oft  as  Occalion  Requires, and 
4  to  make  fuch  Rules  and  Confti- 
‘  tutions  for  the  carrying  on, and 
4  Supporting  of  the  faid  Hofpital 
‘  allennarly,  as  they  fhall  find 

*  Juft  and  Convenient ;  As  alfo , 

*  to  fettle  fuch  Funds,  as  well 
4  out  of  their  Publick  Boxes  be- 
4  longing  to  their  refpeflive  Ad » 
‘  miniftrations,as  private  Eftates 
4  as  they  Ihall  think  fit,  and  to 
4  Receive  Mortifications  or  Do* 
4  nations,  from  any  perfon  who 
‘  fhall  be  pleafed  to  Contribute 

thereto 


jm 

4  thereto ;  The  faid  Rules  and 
f  Afts  to  be  made  by  them,  be- 
‘  ing  always  confiftent  with  the 

*  Laws  of  the  Kingdom,  and 

*  with  the  Acts  and  Conftitutions; 
of  the  City  of  Edinburgh ;  And 

‘  Statutes  and  Ordains  the  faids 
‘  Rules  and  Conftitutions,  to  be 

*  made  by  them  to  be  as  valid  and 
‘  effectual  to  all  Intents  and  Pur- 
(  pofles,  for  the  Ordering  and 
‘Governing  of  the  Hofpital 
‘  abovementioned,  as  if  they 
1  were  Particularly  expreft  and 
‘  fet  down  in  this  A& ;  Where- 

Her  Majefty  with  Ad- 
‘  vice  and  Confent  forelaid,  Dif- 
‘  penfes  for  ever  :  And  Further , 

‘  Her  Majefty,  with  Advice  and 
‘  Confent  forefaid,  Ordains  and 
‘  Declares,  the  forefaid  Hofpital 

when 
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when  fet  up  and  lettled  in  it’s 
‘  Conftitutions,  and  Dire  din  rs 
‘  and  Overfeers,  to  be  a  Free 

*  Hofpitafifor  the  pious  ufe  fore- 

*  faid  ;  With  Power  to  the  faid 
£  Hofpital,  and  it’s  Overfeers 
‘  and  Directors,  not  only  to  Ad- 

*  miniftrat  the  Funds  and  Rents 
‘  appertaining  thereto ;  But  like- 
‘  ways  to  purchafe  and  acquire 
e  Lands,  Tenements  and  others, 

*  for  the  farder  Good  and  Ad- 
‘  vantage  thereof  ;  And  for  that 
(  end,  to  Make,  Grant  and  Re- 
c  ceive  all  manner  of  Deeds  and 
£  Writes,  Neceflkry  for  that  Ef- 
£  fe£f  :  And  to  have  a  Seal  if  they 
‘  {hall  think  needful,  and  with 
£  fuch  Infcriptions  as  they  ihali 
‘  appoint  for  the  Confirmation 
£  of  the  faids  Deeds ;  And  Gene¬ 
rally 


4  rally  to  have  all  fuch  Powers, 
4  Liberties  and  Immunities  of  a 
4  Free  Hofpital,  for  pious  ufes,  as 
4  any  other  Hofpital  for  the 
4  like  ufcs  hath,  or  by  the  Law 
4  may  have  within  this  Kingdom. 
4  Extra&ed  furth  of  the  Records 
4  of  Parliament,  by  me  Sir  James 
4  Murray  of  P biliphaught  one  of 
4  the  Senators  of  the  Colled  ge  of 
Jufti  ce,Cletk  to  the  Parliament, 
4  and  to  Her  Majeftys  Councils, 
4  Regifters  and  Rolls,  Sic  Sub - 
f  fcribitur  Ja.  Murray,  Cls.  Reg. 

After  obtaining  the  forefaid 
Afl  of  Parliament,  the  forenam- 
ed  Pious  and  Worthy  Mary  Erf- 
kin  Relic!  of  James  Hair  Druggifl; 
Burgefs  of  Edinburgh,  (who  was 
the  fill  who  Projected  and 
Deftinated  Funds  for  Maiden 

Hofpitals 
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Hofpitals  in  the  City  of  Edinburgh ) 
Gave  and  Granted  a  great  and 
Conliderable  Donation  to  the 
Hofpital  j  For  which  it  is  unani- 
mouily  agreed,  that  She  ffiall  be 
a  {fumed  unto  the  Title  as  a 
Founder  of  the  Hofpital, and  that 
two  of  the  Name  of  Erskin,  {hall 
be  for  ever  Governours  there; 
of,  to  be  Named  by  the  faid 
Mary  Erskin  during  Her  Life, 
('and  who  hath  accordingly  Nam¬ 
ed  Matter  James  Erskin  of 
Grange  one  of  the  Senators  of 
the  Colledge  of  Juftice,  and 
Matter  David  Erskin  Advocat  for 
all  their  Life-times ;  )  And  after 
Her  Death  by  the  Reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  prefent  Family  of 
Mar, under  whatever  Dettgnation 
it  may  then  happen  to  be  ;  And 

that 

_ _ _ .  .  M 
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that  the  faid  Mary  Erskin  during 
Her  Life,  and  after  Her  Death, 
the  two  Governours  of  her  name, 
fhall  have  the  Prefentation  of  ali 
the  Girls  whom  {he  hath  Right 
to  prefent,  conform  to  Her  Do¬ 
nation  ;  And  that  the  Eldeft  of 
the  Governours  of  the  faidName, 
fhall  prefide  in  a  bfence  of  the 
Conveener,  and  fhall  keep  one 
of  the  three  Keys  of  the  Hofpitals 
Charter,  houie,  as  the  Right  and 
Difpofition  made  and  granted 
by  the  laid  Mary  Erskin  in  Fa¬ 
vours  of  the  Holpital  at  more 
length  bears. 

In  Pur  [nance  of  that  part  of 
the  Aft  of  Parliament  anent  the 
Rules  and  Conftitutions,  the 
Deacon  Conveener,  Remanent 
Deacons  of  the  feveral  Incor¬ 
porations 


porations  of  the  Craftf-men  of 

(Edinburgh ,  Contributes,  and  the 
two  Trades  Counfellors  and 
others  joyncd  with  them,  and 
the  faid  Lord  Grange  and  Mjr. 
i  David  Erskin,  after  feveral  meet- 
i  ings  and  ferious  Coniideration, 
Have  unanimoufly  Agreed  and 
:  Refolved  upon  the  Rules  follow¬ 
ing,  vi%,  } 

I. 


The  Freemen  Craftf-men  of 
Edinburgh ,  and  the  faid  Mary 
Erskin ,  being  the  Founders  of  the 
Kofpital,  the  fame  lhall  no\V 
and  in  all  time  coming,  in  all 
Infcriptions,  Afb,  Contrails,  or 
othe  W rites,  be  Named  and  cal¬ 
led  the  Maiden  Hofpital  Founded 
by  the  Craft  f  men  of  Edinburgh , 
and  Mary  Erskin. 

II. 
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The  Deacons  for  the  time  of 
the  feveral  Incorporations,  Con¬ 
tributors.  to  this  good  Work, 
and  the  two  Trades  Counfellors, 
and  two  of  the  Name  of  El  skin 
(  nominated,  as  is  hereafter  de¬ 
clared  )  are  ,  perpetually  to  be 
Governours  of  the  faid  Hofpital. 
And  there  lhall  be  cholen  (  in 
manner  as  is  hereafter  appointed) 
Yearly  on  the  fecond  Monday  of 
October,  as  many  as  with  the  faids 
Deacons, twoTrades  Counfellors, 
and  two  of  the  Name  of  Etskin , 
lhall  make  up  Twenty  and  Seven 
Perfons,  and  thefe  Pcrfons  ele* 
fled  are  alio  to  be  Governours 
of  the  faid  Hofpital,  during  one 
Year  next  enfuing  their  Eleflion; 

and 
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and  in  cafe  ofthe  removing  of  any 
of  thefe  elected  Governours  by 
Death,  or  otherways,  the  other 
Governours  for  the  time  Shall, by 
plurality  of  V otes,  choofe  a  Per* 
ion  to  fupply  the  Vacancy.  The 
Conveener  for  the  time  is  to  pre* 
fide  in  all  Meetings,  and  in  his 
Abfence,  the  Eldeft  Governour 
cf  the  Name  of  Erskin  is 
to  prefide  ;  and  in  Abfence  of 
both,  a  Prefes  is  to  be  chofen  by 
[Vote. 

in; 

The  Governours  to  be  yearly 
elected, (hall  be  chofen  by  the  faids 
Deacons  of  the  Incorporations, 
Two  Trades  Counfellors,  and 
two  Governours  of  the  Name  of 
Erskin ,  and  every  Donator  who 

gives 
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gives  2000  Metks  to  the  Hofpital, 
Ihall, during  his  Life, and  after  his 
Death,  any  he  Ihall  appoint  by 
Write,  have  a  Vote  in  Electing 
thefe  yearly  added  Governours  ; 
As  alfo,  the  faids  Donators  fhalL 
have  a  Vote  in  any  other  Con¬ 
cern  of  the  Hofpital  at  a  general] 
Meeting  of  the  Governours,  and 
they  thefnlelves  Ihall  alfo  be  cap¬ 
able  to  be  defied  Governours. 

IV.  '• 

The  prelent  Deacons  of  the 
Incorporations,  Contributers,and 
the  two  prefent  Trades  Counfel- 
lors,  and  the  Lo’d  Grange,  and 
Mailer  David  'Ey  skin  Advocat, 
Named  by  the  faid  Mary  Erskin, 
to  be  Governours  during  all  the 
Days  of  their  Lifetime,  and 
w  thefe 
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thefe  now  joyned  with  them ; 
And  none  elfe  are  to  have  the  full 
Adminiftration  and  Government 
of  the  Hofpital  and  whole  Eftate 
thereof, until  the  faid  id.  Monday 
of  Otto  Iter,  which  is  to  be  the 
firft  Annual  Council-day  of  E- 
Ie£ting  the  New  Governours,  to 
be  joyned  to  the  Deacons  and 
Trades  Counlellors,  and  two 
Governours  of  "  the  Name  of 
E rskin,  who  are  to  be  perpetual 
Governours,  as  faid  is.  But  none 
of  the  Governours  are  to  have 
Vote  or  Intereft  in  the  Concerns 
of  the  Hofpital,  either  for  Rents 
or  Election  or  any  other  thing, 
until  they  take  the  Oath  follow¬ 
ing,  which  is  to  be  Adminiftrat 
by  the  Clerk,  firft  to  the  Deacon 
Conveener,  or  Prefes  for  the 

D  time  y 
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time;  And  by  the  Deacon  Con- 
yeener  or  Prefes  to  all  the  reft 
of  the  Governours.  I  A.  B.  Do 

\  - .  *  *  S  r  #  ■  ‘  *  .  f  ;  • 

Faithfully  Swear  and  Promife  be¬ 
fore  God,  that  to  the  befi  of  my 
Knowledge  and  Power,  I  Jhall  Carry 
and  Demean  my  f elf  in  all  Matters 
which  concern  the  E  led  ion  of  the 
O fleers  or  Scholia  rs,  or  any  thing 
elfe  belonging  to  the  Maiden  Hof- 
pitaly  Founded  by  the  Craftf-men 
of  Edinburgh  and  Mary  Erskin, 
Truly  and  Honefily.  And  if  I 
know  any  going  about  at  any 
time  to  Defraud  orPrejudge  the  jaid 
pious  Work,  I  (hall  obftrud  it  to 
my  Power,  and  reveal  it  to  the 
Governours  for  the  time.  So  help 
me  GOD.  "  i\{  j 


V.The 
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V. 

The  meetings  anent  the  E- 
leflions  or  other  concerns  of  the 
Hofpital,  fhall  either  be  in  the 
Hofpital,  or  Magdalen  Cbappel ,  or 
fome  other  convenient  place,  to 
which  the  Conveener  for  the  time 

fhall  think  fit  to  caufe  warn 

/ 

them, 

VI. 

Upon  the  faid  fecond  Monday 
of  October  yearly,  there  fhall  be 
chofen  by  the  then  Deacons  and 
two  Trades  Cbunfellors,and  two 
Govcrnours  of  the  Name  of  Erf  • 
kin,  and  the  New  Governours  to 
be  chofen  and  added  to  them  that 
day  by  plurality  of  Votes,  an 
fufficient  and  qualified  Man  to  be 
Treafurer  to  the  faid  Hofpital  for 
one  Year,  whofe  Office  fhall  be 

D  2  to 
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to  Receive  all  theHofpitafs  Rents, 
to  keep  all  Stock  and  Money  be* 
longing  to  the  Hojpital ,  to  pay 
Wages  and  Allowances  due  to 
the  Officers  and  Schollars,  or  any 
other  thing  belonging  to  the  Hos¬ 
pital,  to  look  Diligentlie  to  the 
Reparations  of  the  Buildings  of 
the  Hojpital to  deliver  Weekly 
to  the  Miftrefs,  fo  much  Money 
as  may  provide  the  Dyet  of  the 
whole  Hojpital,  for  that  Week ; 
And  to  take  in  an  Accompt  each 
Week  how  the  fame  is  depur f- 
ed  WITH  POWER  to  him  to 
Control  or  Allow,  what  Ac- 
compts  relates  to  the  Hojpital  as 
he  finds  Juft  ;  And  the  Treafur- 
er  before  he  exerce  in  prefence  of 


'  4  '  r  -w 

the  Governours  iha 
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Solemly 

Swear 
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Swear  the  following  Oath.  1 
A.  B.  Elected  Treasurer  of  the 
Maiden  Hofpital  Founded  by  the 
Craftf-men  of  Edinburgh  ‘and  Mary 
Erskin,  do  Swear  and  Faithfully 
Promife  with  my  befi  Skill  and 
Power,  to  Discharge  all  that  is  Re¬ 
quired  of  Me  by  the  Statutes  of  the 
faid  Hofpital,  Truly  and  Honefily. 
So  help  me  GOD.  And  Captain 
•  John  Wightman  Skinner  Burgefs 
of  Edinburgh,  being  formerly 
chofen  Treafurer,  and  having 
given  his  Oath  for  Faithful  Ads 
imniftration,  is  to  continue  in 
that  Station  until  the  firft  An- 
nual  Election,  being  the  faid  ffc- 
Cond  Monday  of  October  next  to 
come  ;  And  it  is  hereby  Declar, 
ed  and  Ordained,  that  a  Trba. 


furer;  ferving  the  faid  Hoffiial 

Without 
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without  Fee  or  Sailary, {hail  have: 
a  Vote  as  other  Governours,  He 
being  always  a  Benefactor,  andii 
his  Donation  Recorded, 

V .  .-1;.  VII.  . 

The  Treafurer  may  be  continu¬ 
ed  two  years, or  more, if  theGover- 
nours  (hall  think  fit  to  Ele£t 
him  of  New  yearly ;  and  he  lhallll 
yearly  make  his  Accompts  of: 
his  whole  yearly  Intromiflions,& 
give  in  the  famen  to  the  Auditors 
the  frit  Monday  of  October  yearly, , 
who  fhall  be  obliged  to  deliver 
in  the  faids  Accompts  with  their 
Report  of  the  famen  to  the 
Governours,  the  faid  fecond 
Monday  of  October  yearly,  being 
the  Annual  Meeting  :  And  the 
Governours  of  the  Hof  pita  l  are  to 

finifh 
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finiffi  and  conclude  their  Approv« 

ing  or  Difproving  of  the  fame 
Accompts,  before  the  admiffiori 
of  the  New  Governours  for  the 
year  enfueing  ;  And  at  his  Re¬ 
moval  from  his  Office,  he  ffiall 
deliver  up  to  the  fucceedingTrea- 
furer  all  Accompts  and  Papers 
which  belong  any  way  to  his 
Office,  or  may  give  inlight  for 
Di  (charging  the  fame,  which  ar« 
to  be  kept  in  good  Order ,allowing 
always  the  Benefaflors  who  are 
alive  for  the  time  and  after  their 
Death,  whom  they  ffiall  appoint 
by  Write  to  be  prefent  if  they 
pleafe  with  tile  faid  Auditors,  in 
their  Auditing  the  fame  Ac¬ 
compts.  If  the  Treafurer  ffiall 
Die,  or  by  any  Neceffity  be  Re» 
moved,  the  Governours  ffiall 
L:  *  with* 


within  eight  days  of  his  Death  or 
Removal,  proceed  to  the  Ele&ion 
of  a  New  one. 

VIII. 

Upon  the  faid  fecond  Monday 
of  October  yearly,  there  fhall  be 
chofen  by  the  Deacons  of  the 
Incorporations  who  are  Contris 
buters,  and  the  two  Trades 
Counfellours  for  the  time,  and 
the  two  Governours  of  the  Name 
of  Erskin,  and  thefe  to  be  added 
to  them  who  are  the  Governours 
for  the  enfueing  year,  Nine  of 
themfelves,to  be  aCommittee,for 
the  more  eafy  manadging  of  the 
Conliderable  Affairs  and  Con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Hofpitalf  And  live 
of  thefe  nine  to  be  a  Quorum , 
and  Auditors  of  the  .Treafurers 
,  and 


and  all  other  Accompts  belonging 
to  the  Hofpital,  and  for  taking 
in  the  Treafurers  Accompts 
Monthly,  and  preparing  of  the 
famen,  that  they  may  be  the 
more  readily  Audited  and  Dif- 
charged  at  each  years  end,  upon 
the  faid  fecond  Monday  of  October 
yearly.  And  the  Treafurer  with 
any  five  of  thefe  nine,  are  Im- 
powered  to  Order  and  Manadge 
all  the  fmaller  Affairs  of  the  Hof¬ 
pital ,  and  to  meet  as  oft  for  that 
Effefl  as  they  think  fit; 
Which  nine  or  their  Quorum ,  are 
to  choife  their  own  Ptefes  at 
their  Meetings ;  but  as  to  the 
matter  of  Election  of  the  Gover- 
nours,  or  anent  the  Rents  of 
the  Hof  pital,  or  the  Government 
thereof,  or  any  other  great  Con¬ 
cern 
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cern  of  the  lame,  all  the  Cover- 
nours  that  are  in  Town  for  the 
time,  lhall  be  Warned  by  the  Of- 
licer  of  the  Hojpital  to  the  Meet¬ 
ings  thereanent ;  And  what  lhall 
be  concluded, byPlurality  of  Votes, 

lhall  Hand  in  force,  there  being 
always  prefent  at  thefe  Meetings 
no  lefs  than  fifteen  of  the  Gover¬ 
nors.  It  is  Declared  that  the 
Governours  for  the  time,  may 
be  prefent  at  all  Committees  and 
Sub- committees, if  they  think  fit. 
whether  Warned  or  not,  and 
Speak,  Advife,  and  Vote  therein. 

IX. 

Upon  the  Death, Demillion, ovI)e- 
privation  of  theClerk,at  lead  with¬ 
in  20  days  thereafter, there  is  to  be 
chofen  another  Clerk  to  the  laid 

*  t  1  -  *  y 

;  Hojpital 
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Hofpital  to  continue  during  Lif« 
and  good  Behaviour,  who  Ihall 
keep  in  good  Order, and  Digeft '  all 
the  Evidents  and  other  Papers  be¬ 
longing  to  the  HofpitalySLnd  make 
and  keep  Books  of  a  full  and  par¬ 
ticular  Record  thereof,  and  to 
attend  the  Meetings,  and  form 
what  Orders  and  Refolutions  are 

f ,  f 

done  therein,  and  take  the  Oath 
in  the  fame  Form  as  is  expreffc 
in  the  Oath  of  the  Treafurer, 
Mutatis  Mutandis.  And  upon 
his  Death  or  Removal,  the 
Governours  (hall  proceed  with¬ 
in  Twenty  days  to  the  Elec¬ 
tion  of  a  New  one,  the  Clerk  is 
to  have,  paid  quarterly  to  him  by 
the  Treafurer  the  Sum  of 

And  William  Brown 

Writer 
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W nter  in  Edinburgh  being  former¬ 
ly  Chofen  Clerk,  and  given  his 
Oath  for  Faithful  Adminiftration, 
is  to  continue  in  that  Station 
during  his  Life  and  Faithful 
Adminiftration. 

X. 

The  prefen  t  Governours  have 
already  Ele&ed  and  Settled  ,an 
Old  Gentlewoman  Named  Ifobella 
Grant  Relift  of  Francis  Forbes 
Gentleman,  who  voluntary  of¬ 
fered  her  Service  to  fo  Chari¬ 
table  a  Work  Gratis  ;  She  is  to 
continue  in  that  Station  during 
her  Life  and  good  Behaviour, 
and  after  her  Death  or  Removal, 
the  Governours  for  the  time  are 
within  Fourty  dajs  to  fupply  her 
place,  by  Eleftihg  another  fit 

and 


5  and  qualified  perlon  for  that 
Station.  The  faid  lfobella  Grant 
and  thefe  who  fuceed  to  that 
Office,  are  to  take  care  that  the 
Schollars  and  Servants  be  brought 
up  in  the  Fear  of  God,  and  ffiall 
Catechiie  and  Inftruft  the  Schol¬ 
lars  in  the  Principles  of  the 
Chriftian  Reformed  Religion  ; 
And  Correct  them  for 
Faults  when  Occafion  requires, 
and  ffiall  take  in  the  Weekly  Ac- 
compts,  and  deliver  the  fame  to 
the  Treafurer,  with  her  Opinion 
thereanent ;  They  are  to  be 
Unmarried  perfons  not  under 
Fourty  years  of  Age,  before  their 
^dmiffion;  they  ffiall  be  obliged 
to  take  the  Oath  following.  1 
A,  B.  EleSled  Mifirefs  and  Gover¬ 
ned  of  the  Maiden  Hofpital  Foun¬ 


ded 
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ded  by  the  Craftf-men  o/Edinburgh 
and  Mary  Erskin,  Do  Swear  and 
Faithfully  Promife  before  God,  that 
to  my  befl  Power  I  Jhall  Difcharge 
all  which  the  Statutes  of  the  faid 
Hofpital  require  from  me  ;  And 
fjall  do  my  befl  to  fee  all  the  Statutes 
■  of  the  faid  Hofpital  obferved  by\ 
others  whom  they  do  Concern ,  and 
do  Promife  faithful  Obedience  to  the 
prefent  Govern  ours  of  the  faid  Hof¬ 
pital  and  their  Succejfours  in  Office. 
So  help  me  GOD-  After  which 
fhe  is  to  get  PofTeffion  of  the 
Miftrefs’s  Lodgings  by  fome  of  the 
Governours,  and  publickly  in 
prefence  of  the  Children  and  Ser¬ 
vants,  Declared  Miftrefs  and 
Governefs ;  and  they  Coma 
manded  to  give  her  allObedience, 
under  the  pain  of  being  expelled 


(*$>), 

from  the  Hofpital ;  She  is  to  have 
her  Dyet  at  a  Table  crofs  at  the 
Head  of  the  other,  and  {hall  not 
be  any  Night  out  of  the  Hofpital 
without  the  leave  of  two  at  leaf! 
of  the  Governours,  and  fhall 
have  a  Care  to  fee  the  whole 
Chambers  and  Office-houfes  kept 
Clean  and  Neat  j  If  {he  marrie, 
her  place  thereby  {hall  become 
Void,  or  iffhe  be  convicted  of 
any  Scandal  before  the  Gover* 
nours  fhe  {hall  be  depofed  ;  If 
at  any  time  {he  be  found  Remifs 
and  Negligent,  fhe  is  to  be  pub- 
lickly  admonilhed  thereof  by  the 
Governours,  which  Admonition 
is  to  be  Regiflrat,  and  if  there 3 
after  {he  Offend  in  like 
manner,{he  is  to  be  depofed;  and 
if  through  Infirmity  or  Old  Age 

fhe 
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fhe  become  uncapable  to  exerce 
theOffice, which  is  to  be  cognofc- 
ed  by  the  Governours,  fhe  is  to 
be  Refpe&fully  difmilTed:  But 
if  fhe  have  ferved  above  Tea 
years  and  not  able  to  maintain 
her  felf,  fhe  is  to  be  allowed 
Lodging  and  Maintenance  in  the 
Hofpital  during  her  Life,  if  fhe 
pleafe  to  accept  thereof.  In 
cafe  of  her  Depolition,  Death 
or  Demiflion,the  Governours  are 
to  proceed  to  the  Eleftion  of  a 
New  Miftrefs  or  Governefs  with- 

*  i  * 

in  Fourty  Days  thereafter ;  The 
Governefles  fucceeding  to  the 
faid  Ifobella  Grant,  are  to  Re  • 
ceive  Quarterly  frqm  the.  Trea- 
furcr  the  Sum  of 
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XL 

v  r  v 

The  prefent  Governours  have 
already  Elected  and  Settled  if  obeli 
Forbes  Daughter  to  the  faid 
Francis  Forbes  Gentleman  to  be 
Sehool-miftrefs,  who  is  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  that  Station  during  her 
Life  and  good  Behaviour,  whofe 
Office  and  her  SucceiTors  lhall  be 
to  teach  the  Children  to  Read, 
W ork  Stockings,  Lace,  coloured 
and  white  Seam,  Spinning,  Card¬ 
ing,  Waftiing  and  Drolling  of 
Linens,  Dreffing  of  Meat,  Clean¬ 
ing  of  Houfe,  and  all  fort  of 
Needle  -work  and  other  ordinary 
Houfe-hold  Thrift  ;  And  if  they 
can  to  teach  the  Girls  alfo  W r it- 
ing,  Arithmetick,  and  the  Corns 
mon  parts  of  Vocal  Mufick*  And 
^  ‘  E  if 


y 
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if  "Women  cannot  be  found  to 
teach  the  whole  Arts  and  Virtues 
abovementioned,  then  the  Gover- 
nours  are  to  provide  an  Honeft 
Man  for  fome  part  thereof,  to 
come  to  the  Hofpital  at  fuch 
Hours  as  lhall  be  appointed  and 
thought  Convenient,  who  is  to 
be  Satisfied  for  his  pains  by  the 
Treafurer ;  For  the  School- 
miftrelfes  their  qualities  of  Life, 
good  Report,  &c:  and  for  the 
manner  of  their  Eleflion,  Ad- 
miffion,  Admonition,  Depo- 
lition  and  Election  of  a  New  one 
in  their  place  ;  It  lhall  in  all 
points  be  obferved  as  is  exprefled 
in  the  Rules  •  which  concern  the 
the  Governefs,  they  muft  be 
unmarried  and  each  of  them  fhall 

i  _  m 

Receive 


Receive  from  the  Treafurer 
Quarterly  the  Sum  of 

xii. 

The  Governours  for  the  time, 
Shall  hare  Power  to  Cognofce  and 
and  Judge  any  Tranfgreffion  and 
Fault  committed  by  the  Trealii- 
rer,Clerk,Governefs,  and  School* 
miftrefs,and  confider  wheth  er  the 
fame  merits  Deprivation  or  not, 
and  Determine  accordingly  t 

XIIL 

There  lhall  be  chofen  a  Wo¬ 
man  of  Good  and  Honeft  Report 
to  be  Cook  to  the  Hojpital ,  Ihe 
lhall  be  charged  with  the  clean  & 
exa£t  dreffing  of  the  Vi&uals, 
Two  or  Three  of  the  Children 
who  are  Edticat  in  the  Hojpital , 

E  2  lhall 
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{hall  be  time  about  appointed  by 
the  Miftrefs  to  be  prefent  and 
affift  at  the  dreffing  of  the  Victu¬ 
als,  that  they  may  Learn  to 
handle  Meat  Neatly  j  She  ftiall 
have  the  keeping  of  all 
Utencils  belonging  to  the  Kitchen 
delivered  to  her  by  Inventary  ; 
fhe  fhall  deliver  up  her  Accompts 
for  Bread,  Drink,  Candle,  and 
other  things  belonging  to  her 
Charge  to  the  Miftrefs  Weekly, 
or  as  oft  as  fhe  ftiall  be  required  ; 
fhe  ftiall  be  chofen  in  manner 
forefaid,&  continue  during  plea- 
fure  allanerly  ;  fhe  fhall  Receive 
from  the  Treafurer Quarterly  the 
Sum  of 

for  her  Wages  j  And  as  to  the 
reft  of  the  Servants  that  may  be 
needful  for  the  faid  Hofpital ,  it 
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is  left  to  the  Governours  difcreti- 
on  to  provide  fuch,  and  give  them 
fuch  Allowances  as  they  {hall 
think  fit. 

XIV. 

There  (hall  be  Chofen  and 
Admitted  into  the  faid  Hojpital, 
fo  many  Children  as  the  Revenue 
of  the  faid  Hojpital  fhall  be  able 
to  maintain,  Deduttis  Beducendis. 
And  thefe  Girls  prefented  by  the 
Incorporations,  are  to  be  the 
Children  or  Grand-children  of  the 
Freemen  Craftf-men  of  their  own 
Incorporations,  which  failing, any 
other  they  pleafe,of  whofePoverty 
and  Need  of  the  help  of  the  Hof - 
pital ,  the  Incorporation  who 
prefents  them  are  to  be  Judges 
but  the  Donators  to  the  H ofpital 

E  3  who 
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who  have  Right  to  prefent,  by 
giving  a  Donation  of  2000  Merks 
may  prefent  any  Girl  they  think 
fit,  whether  Craftf-mans  Daugh¬ 
ter  or  not,  it  being  made  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  Governours  or  their 
Committee  before  mentioned, by 
a  Declaration  under  the  Hand  of 
the  Donator  who  hath  Right,  and 
prefents  a  Girl,  that  {he  is  an  Ob- 
je£t  of  Charity;  which  Declaration 
{hall  be  a  fumcient  Inftruflion  of 
her  Poverty.  For  each  2000 
Merks  Donation,  the  Perfon  giver 
thereof  during  his  or  her  Life, and 
after  their  .Death  any  they  {hall 
appoint  by  write,  hath  a  Title  to 
prefent  a  Girl,  and  as  oft  as  the 
preientation  {hall  Vaick,  they 
{hall  have  tire  Renewing  thereof ; 
And  if  any  two  Perfons  {half 

jointly 
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joyntly  give  in  2  Coo  Merks  of 
their  own  proper  means,  they 
{hall  have  the  prefenting  of  a  child 
alternis  vicibus ,  or  as  they  fhall 
Agree ;  The  Girls  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Hofpital  muft  be  Wholes 
fom  and  Sound  of  their  Body  at 
their  Entry, and  capable  to  Learn, 
and  muft  not  be  under  feven 
years  of  Age,  nor  above  Twelve 
years  when  they  Enter ;  And  are 
to  continue  in  the  Hofpital  until 
they  be  Eighteen  years  of  Age 
and  no  longer  :  And  each  of 
them  at  their  Entry  muft  be 
Decently  Apparrelled  at  the 
fight  of  the  Governours  and 
Treafurer;  and  when  that  Apparel 
is  worn,  their  Apparel  afterwards 
is  to  be  all  of  one  Piece,  without 
diftin&ion  of  Perlons,  and  as 

plain 
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plain  as  may  be,  and*  all  of  one 
Collour,  and  with  fuch  -Mark  as 
the  Govern  ours  fhall  appoint ; 
But  when  they  go  out  of  the 
Hofpital  at  Eighteen  years  of  Age, 
they  are  to  be  Cled  in  New  Ap¬ 
parel  diftinil  from  what  they 
did  wear  in  the  Hofpital,  each 
Girls  Apparel  not  exceeding  the 
Sum  of  an  Hundred  Merks  Scots , 
which  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Trea- 
lurer.  The  ordinary  time  ofRe- 
ceivingin  of  the  Girls  is  to  be  the 
firft  Monday  of  November  yearly, 
when  it  is  to  be  conlidered  by 
the  Governours  what  Vacancies 
there  are,  and  how  many  the 
Eftate  and  Revenue  of  the  Hof¬ 
pital  is  able  to  Maintain,  that 
fo  many  Qualified  as  is  before 
cxpreft  be  then  taken  in,  who 

1  fhall 
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{hall  have  Lodging,  Bed,  Dyet, 
Walhing  and  Common  Fires  al¬ 
lowed  to  them,belide  their  being 
Educat  and  Taught  in  manner 
aforefaid  :  And  fhall  be  Comely 
and  Decently  Apparelled  both  in 
their  Cloaths  and  Linnings. 

XV4 

In  Refpefl:  frequent  Ioffes  fall 
out  in  Lending  Money, it  is  En¬ 
abled  and  Appointed,  That  no 
Money  belonging  to  the  faid 
Hofpital,  be  laid  out  or  Imployed 
but  by  anA£t  of  theGovernours, 
Voted  by  way  of  Billeting  ;  And 
that  either  for  purchaffing  of 
Land,  or  Lent  upon  real  Security 
of  Land  repute  free  of  Incumber- 
ances,  or  to  the  Town  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  on  the  Towns  Security,  or 

;  to 
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to  any  other  Three  Refponfal 
Perfons  upon  their  Bond,  bound 
Conjun&ly  &  Severally  providing 
the  Sum  Lent  to  thefe  Three  Per¬ 
fons  do  not  exceed  Five  Thoufand 
Merks. 

XVI. 

It  is  hereby  Declared, That  the 
Blanks  for  Fees  or  Sallaries  in 
the  forelaids  Rules  and  Conftitu- 
tions  may  be  filled  up  by  the 
Governours  after  due  Confider- 
ation  and  Experience  of  what 
may  be  fuitable  to  be  allowed. 

XVII. 

It  is  hereby  Ordered  and  Ap¬ 
pointed,  that  each  Donators 
Name  and  Defignation  lhall  be  f 
put  up  in  the  Hall  of  the  faid 

Hojpital 
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Hofpital  in  Gold  Letters,  and  the 
Sum  mentioned  there  which  they 
gave  in  Donation, 

XVIII. 

That  there  be  a  Room  one  or 
moe  fet  apart  for  the  lick  Child¬ 
ren,  to  be  kept  feparat  from  the 
other  Children,  and  that  every 
lick  Child  have  a  Red  by  her  felf 

■  XIX. 

Thai  the  Donators  who  have 
:  the  Right  and  Title  to  Prefent 
upon  a  Vaccancie  may  have  time  * 
ous  Advcrtifement  ;  There  lhall 
be  a  Broad  affixed  upon  thePrin- 
cipal  Entry  of  the  Hofpital,  giv¬ 
ing  Notice  to  which  Perfon  the 
Prefentation  falls. 


XX. 
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XX. 

It  being  Neceflary  that  the 
Rights,  Evidents  and  other  writes 
pf  Importance  belonging  to 
the  faid  Hofpital,  be  kept  Safe 
and  in  good  Order  ;  And  like- 
ways,  when  there  (hall  be  at  any 
time,  through  God’s  Bleffing,  a 
greater  Sum  lying  in  Specie ,  than 
whap  is  like  to  be  neceflary  for 
defraying  the  ordinary  Expenccs, 
it  were  hard  that  the  Treafurer 
fhould  be  troubled  with  fo*great 
a  Charge  :  Therefore  both  with 
rcfpedl  to  the  Papers  and  Money, 
it  is  Recommended  to  the  Gover- 
nours  with  their  Conveniencie, 
to  order  a  pended  Room  in  the 
Hofpital, to  be  made  all  Stone, with 
a  good  Fire-light,  and  a  Door  of 
Iron,  with  three  different  Locks 

and 
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and  Keys  ;  One  whereof  to  be 
kept  by  the  Deacon  Conveener 
for  the  time,  another  by  the 
Eldeft  Governour  of  the  Name 
of  Erskitt ,  and  one  by  the  Trca- 
furer  of  the  Hof  pit  allot  the  time. 

-  v  •  '  :  '  •  .:s  • 

XXI. 

It  is  Declared,  That  for  the 
better  Eftablifhing  and  Ordering 
this  Good  and  Pious  Work,  by 
fetling  the  Rules  thereof, after  due 
experience,  in  the  befl:  manner, 
that  the  Governours  ( and  all 
Gontributers  if  they  think  fit)  are 
to  meet  every  year  at  Edinburgh 
in  the  Hall  of  the  Hofpital,  upon 
the  id.  Monday  of  January,  be¬ 
ginning  the  firft  yearly  Meeting 
upon  the  id.  Monday  of  January , 
One  Thoufand  feven  Hundred  & 
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eight  years.  At  thefe  Meeting: 

at  Ihall  be  Leifume  to  thefe  Con- 
veened,  providing  their  Numbei 
be  feventeen  or  more,  to  re-con- 
fider  the  forefaids  Articles  and 
Rules, and  to  add  thereto, and  Or- 
der  whatever  they  find  Juft  and 
Neceflar  for  the  good  of  the  Hof- 
pital,  the  famen  being  always  con- 
fiftent  with  the  fore-mentionedi 
Rules  and  Conftitutions,and  par¬ 
ticularly  thefe  in  Favours  of  the 
faid  Mary  Er skin, as  they  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  forementioned  Dif- 

pofition  made  by  her  to  the  faid 
Hofpital,  and  thefe  Additions  and 
Orders  to  be  Determined  by  the 
plurality  of  Votes  of  thefe  Con- 
veened.  And  it  is  Declared  Lei- 
fum  to  all  Ladys  and  other  Woe 
men,  who  are  or  Ihall  be  Bene- 

•  fadlors 
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favors  to  the  H ojpital,  to  have 
their  Proxies  in  the  faid  yearly 
Meetings, they  always  having  writ- 
I  ten  Mandats  for  that  Effedh 

XXII.  A 

The  Articles  and  Rules  before- 
!  mentioned  and  fet  down.  Con- 
1  lifting  of  eight  Pages  in  the  Prin- 
!  cipal  Subfcribed  Rules,  each  page 
3  thereof  being  Signed  by  Gilbert 
j  Somerset  prefent  Deacon  Cong 
|  veener,  and  Mr.  James  Erskin  of 
Grange  one  of  the  Senators  of  the 
!  Colledge  of  Juftice,  are  unani- 
:  moufly  Agreed  to,  and  fetled  in 
manner  fbrefaid.  We  the  pre¬ 
fent  Governours  andContributers 
I  Subfcribers  hereto,  Bind  and  O- 
blige  us  and  our  SuccelTors,  who 
I  lhalibe  Concerned  in  the  H ofpital> 
to  keep  and  obferve  the  fame 
faithfully  and  firmly,  according 

to  M 
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to  the  true  Meaning  and  Intent 
thereof;  Declaring,  that  thePer- 


fons  who  fhaii  afterwards  Sub- 
fcribe,  and  Contribute  for  Ad¬ 


vancing  the  laid  good  Work,  may 
likeways  at  the  fame  time  Sub- 
fcribe  to  thefe  prefents  ;  And  if 
need  be’s.  That  afterward  a  Rati¬ 
fication  of  the  forelaids  Rules  and 
Conftitutions  (or  as  they  fhall  be 
Amended)  may  be  procured 
from  the  Parliament,  which  is 
Recommended  to  the  Govcrnours 


of  the  H ofpital  for  the  time,  to 
foe  done.  In  Witnefs  whereof* 
We  have  Subscribed  thefe  Pare- 
■  fonts  with  Our  Hands,  at 
Edinburgh .  the  ninth  Day  of  Sep. 
umber ,  One  Thoufand  feven 
Hundred  and  feven  Years. 


FINIS. 


